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Buxton-Hollis Historical Society 

President’s Message 

D 
ear Members and Friends, 

 It seems difficult to believe that we are about to begin our 48th season as an historical 

society and our fifth season in our new 100 Main St., Bar Mills location! How time does fly! 

Again this year, we are offering many interesting and informative programs and events. So, 

please be sure to mark your calendars as you check out our Upcoming Events 2018 section!!! 

 Back in the snowy and cold winter of 1923, a young woman by the name 

of Alida Rogers, then recently graduated from teachers’ college, spent six 

months teaching at the S. D. Hanson High School in Buxton Center and 

living as a boarder a mile or so up Long Plains Road in the then Florence 

Haseltine house, now the home of Don and Ba Kopp. Evidently, her 

experiences in Buxton made quite an impression on Alida, as over the 

years she made multiple references, copious and often repetitive notes, 

and journal entries about her time in Buxton. It was these notes that one 

of her sons, Robert (Bob) E. Wolf, a retired minister, found after her death 

in 1998, just two months prior to her 100th birthday. Bob compiled and 

edited these notes, being careful to use his mother’s words and then 

decided to share them with the Buxton-Hollis Historical Society in the fall 

of 2016, inquiring if we might be interested in them. We were! 

 Alida’s accounts are revealing, 

informative and often humorous glimpses 

into challenges of rural life from the 

perspective of a young city woman 

(Portland at the time). “Alida’s book” is a collection of her experiences in 

Buxton, along with other historically significant additions, including:  

photographs; a map of the area; a sample teacher’s contract and salary 

information, history of the Hazeltine house where she boarded, interviews 

with Hazeltine neighbors Bill Lewis, Katherine Curtis, Dana Sawyer and Louis 

Emery, all courtesy of Don Kopp; as well as Hanson School history. Included, 

too is historical information on the Hanson Coat Shop and S. D. Hanson, who 

“developed a large business and accumulated what was probably the largest 

fortune ever acquired by a Buxton man from business “done in town”...“while 

better than his financial success was his great love of his townspeople, his 

kindly personality and sterling character.”1 

 “Alida’s book”, with additions, was completed in December of 2017 and is now on sale in the Museum Store. 

We think you will enjoy it and we hope you will make a point to look for it when you visit your historical 

society!  

 Happy spring and we look forward to seeing you soon!! 

          Jan Hill, President 
Notes 

1. Taken from the 150th Anniversary Book, Town of Buxton  

Alida Rogers Engagement Photo 

“Alida’s Book” 



 

 

The Patron Saint of Hollis 
by Nancy Ponzetti 

 Kate Douglas Wiggin writes in her book My Garden of Memory...“A dozen 
years ago our Dorcas Society was an ordinary little rustic organization...We 

began by helping the historic old Orthodox Church on Tory Hill in 
Buxton...we extended the sphere of our activities to include many 

departments of village work...All this has meant a considerable expenditure of 
money, the most we earn at the Dorcas Fair given every August for many 
years at Quillote, my summer home...As to ways of entertainment at the 

Fairs...at intervals eight of the junior Dorcas members give morris or 
*Maypole dances on the greensward...wearing picturesque costumes suited to 

the period.”  
 On November 23, 1897 Kate Douglas Wiggin 

founded the Dorcas Society of Hollis and 

Buxton, a non-denominational religious, 

charitable, literary, and educational 

organization.  The society was named for the 

Biblical Dorcas who was raised from the dead 

by Peter, and who performed charitable works 

especially sewing for the poor.  Kate started 

this society assisted by her sister Nora 

Archibald Smith because-Maine needs greater 

public spirit and “togetherness” in village life.  

If the chain is never stronger than its weakest link, then our small hamlets 

must bestir themselves, for we cannot make a great and prosperous state out 

of abandoned farms and stagnant towns, from which our young people depart 

in order to secure elsewhere greater opportunities for advancement. 1 

 To promote this “greater public spirit”, the Dorcas Society undertook the 

Maintenance of the Tory Hill Meeting House, painting the church, scrubbing 

the pews, and replacing the carpets.  They renovated the old train station into 

the community Parish House in Bar Mills.  A record of the annual Dorcas 

Society meeting of 

1910 listed the 

following recipients of 

the society’s charity:  

Grange $25, Baptist 

Church $25, Mrs. 

Nellie Tarbox $5, Bar 

Mills Village 

Improvement Society 

$10, Salmon Falls 

Village Improvement 

Society $10, and the  
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A LOOK BACK IN TIME 

The 1960 Buxton baseball team. Discover who these 

young lads are by visiting BHHS on Facebook; follow 

BHHS for more Buxton-Hollis photographs. 
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VISIT US ONLINE 

Be sure to check out our webpage 

(www.buxtonhollishistorical.org) and Facebook page, 

both managed by our own “Molly Woodman” for event 

photos and more news than we have room for here. 

Additionally, visit www.bhhsnewsletter.weebly.com to 

see the online version of the BHHS newsletter. 

DONATIONS NEEDED! 
We have many local resources available for research at 

our research library and museum due to generous 

donations over the years. Two things very helpful and 

interesting to genealogical researchers are needed--Saco 

River Telegraph & Telephone phone books before 1965 

and Bonny Eagle High School yearbooks. It you have 

either of these items or know of someone who might 

donate them we would be very glad to accept them for 

our collection and future use!  

ABOUT OUR NEWSLETTER 

The Buxton-Hollis Historical Society Newsletter 
is published three times a year, typically in the 

spring, summer and fall. Its purpose is to inform 
a network of citizens and institutions of the 

work of BHHS and to foster an appreciation of 
the importance of Buxton and Hollis history. 

VISIT OUR HISTORY CENTER 
100 Main Street, Route 4A, Bar Mills, Maine 

OPEN: 
Thursdays 4:00—8:00 p.m. 
Saturdays 9:00—12:00 a.m. 
Except holiday weekends 

(Please check our website calendar.) 

The BHHS newsletter is proudly sponsored by 

Chad E. Poitras Cremation and Funeral Service 
Funeral Home      Cremation Provider 

498 Long Plains Road, Buxton 

929-3723 

www.mainefuneral.com 

Chad Poitras, BHHS member   
“A local resident serving locals with dignity and respect” 

Burton Pease at Work Transcribing 
Buxton & Hollis Censuses 

B urton Pease has been busy during his spare time 

transcribing the census reports from Buxton and Hollis 

and has recently prepared and gifted several copies of 

each to the Historical Society. So far, he has completed 

the years 1860, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940 for both 

Towns and is two-thirds through 1880!  

 Burt was born and raised in Bar Mills, 

where he lives with Barbara, his wife of 

over 60 years.  He attended the Bar Mills 

Grammar School, which is now the home 

of the Buxton-Hollis Historical Society. 

Graduating from Buxton High School, 

Burt has always had an interest in history, 

both during his school years and since, 

especially American and local history. 

 On the Pease Family Tree there are ancestors who were in the 

Revolutionary and Civil Wars. To learn more, Burt dug into 

genealogical data, including the Buxton and Hollis Census reports.  

He found that the census reports for both Buxton and Hollis have 

generally between 35 to 50 pages each, with up to 50 names on 

each page! If you're looking for a special individual, where do you 

start? The name could be on the first page, last page or anywhere 

in between. He thought how much simpler it would be if the head 

of households were listed in alphabetical order. Hence, that is the 

project he has been working on for the past few years, both for his 

own use and for other researchers. 

 The varying occupations of our townspeople over the years has 

interested Burt, as well as family changes. He also has been able to 

get an idea of the new people who moved into Town, if their name 

did not appear on a previous census. “Of course, the age of the 

person is important to consider, too,” he stresses, “particularly if a 

name appears in one census and not in a later one.” This hints at 

what happened, which may lead to research in another direction or 

resource, i.e. perhaps the person moved or passed away.  

 Volunteers at the BHHS Research Library are finding Burt’s 

alphabetized census lists very helpful as they assist researchers, 

who can go to that particular census, then look for the name and 

page, rather than searching the entire census. What a time saver! 

 We are very grateful to Burt for his dedicated, detailed and 

excellent work, which will assist researchers for many years to 

come! THANK YOU SO MUCH, BURT! 
*Copies are available for patron viewing in the BHHS Research Library and for sale in the 

BHHS Museum Store. 

Burt Pease at Work 

http://www.buxtonhollishistorical.org
http://www.bhhsnewsletter.weebly.com
http://www.mainefuneral.com


 

 

Upcoming Events 2018 
Tues., April 17, 7 P.M.:  “THE MEMORY OF TREES” with John Mattor -  Explore the old science of 

Dendrochronology with John Mattor, Chairman of the Hollis Conservation Commission and key person on 

sight for Indian Cellar. Join John as he presents comparisons and leads discussion around the wisdom of 

trees, specifically two huge sugar maple tree sections, one cut in 1998 from the old McKenny property in 

Hollis and a similar one cut in 2017 from his front yard on Salmon Falls Rd. in Hollis, recording copious 

amounts of climatic conditions respectively in our area from 1850-1875. BHHS, 100 Main St, Bar Mills. 

*Suggested donations $10; Seniors $8. 
 
Saturday, May 12, 10 to Noon:  “LOCAL BUXTON HOLLIS GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES & RESEARCH 

METHODS WORKSHOP” - Here’s your chance to investigate what resources our BHHS research library has 

to offer as you begin (or continue) your family’s genealogy.  Join historian and past BHHS president Brenton 

Hill and BHHS Librarian, Nancy Pierce, as they lead an informative interactive presentation on our BHHS 

research library’s genealogical resources, including case studies and examples of how to use them. Please 

RSVP 929-1684 message machine so that we may have material ready for you! BHHS, 100 Main St, Bar Mills. 

*Donations appreciated. 
 

Sun., May 20, 1-3 P.M.:  VICTORIAN WHITE PARTY & MAYPOLE DANCING III AT QUILLCOTE – Join us at the 

historic summer home of Kate Douglas Wiggin for our very popular celebration of the arrival of spring 

with the talented Movers & Shakers Competitive Dance Team of All That Dance Studio of West Buxton. 

Come rain or shine with your entire family as we gather for the third consecutive year for music, Maypole 

dancing, and tour of Kate Douglas Wiggin library at Quillcote. Refreshments and floral crown wreaths in 

abundance. 20 Salmon Falls Rd., Hollis. FMI, contact Jan Hill 929-8895. *Donations gratefully accepted. 
 

Tues, June 19, 7 P.M.:  “YOUR FATHER STILL FEARS THAT NEW ENGLAND WILL BE DEPOPULATED: 

MAINERS & THE RUSH FOR CALIFORNIA GOLD” with Jan Eakins, past Trustee of the Maine Historical Society 

& Professor of the Osher Life Long Learing Institute of Portland. Drawing on diaries and letters of some of 

over 300 Mainers Eakins explores why more than 2000 headed west in 1849 and why thousands more 

followed. Eugene Bradbury and Francis Emery are two such local adventurers. Are you aware of or have 
any information on any of your ancestors who participated? BHHS, 100 Main St, Bar Mills. *Suggested 
donations $10; Seniors $8. 

 

Sat., July 14, 10 A.M. to 1 P.M.:  “SALMON FALLS WEST HOUSE TOUR” - One of only two National Register 

Historic Districts in the Buxton Hollis area, Salmon Falls West has a scenic Saco River location. Register in 

the barn to join owners and hosts Jane and Maynard Charron on this BHHS sponsored house tour at 9 

Salmon Falls Rd., Hollis.  Light refreshments in the barn. *Suggested donations $12; Seniors $10. 
 

Sat., August 11, 9-3: HOLLIS PIRATE FEST -Visit us at our sales & information table at the Hollis Sports 

Complex. See hollispiratefest.com or hollisrec@gmail.com for more information.  Also, don’t forget that our 

BHHS Research Library, Museum & Store at 100 Main St., Bar Mills will be open for business from 9-Noon 

too!  
                                         (continued on page 5) 
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Sat., Aug. 4:  DORCAS FAIR & CAR SHOW, MALLETT BROTHERS BAND - Royal Brewster Mansion, 8 

Brewster Place, Buxton - Details To Be Announced 

  

Sat., Aug. 18. 5 P.M.:  BHHS ROYAL BREWSTER BARN BASH SUPPER & ANTIQUE APPRAISAL – Details To Be 

Announced 

 

Sat., Sept. 15, 9:30 A.M.:  “COOK’S BROOK PADDLE FOLLOWED BY BAR MILLS, BUXTON BBQ” - Bring your 

kayak or canoe, your safety gear, sunscreen and water for an excursion up scenic Cook’s Brook, a relaxed 

flat paddle. We’ll put in at Pleasant Point Park off the Simpson Rd. in Buxton and return to the same spot to 

take out, then proceed to the Bar Mills residence of Burt & Barbara Pease at 59 Depot St., Bar Mills for an 

enjoyable BBQ in the barn! Hamburgers, hot dogs and beverage provided. Please bring a side dish or dessert 

to share!    
Tues., Sept. 18, 7 P.M.:  BUILDING THE AMERICAN DREAM HOME BY MAIL: KIT HOUSES IN GREATER 

PORTLAND with architect Julie Larry, Director of Advocacy for Greater Portland Landmarks. The American 

Dream of home ownership was fostered by reformers, developers, and building material companies in the 

early 20th century. This program will discuss the history of kit home manufacturing in this country and 

illustrate the variety of styles available from manufacturers and the various ways you can identify a kit 

home. You may even be living in a Sears Catalog House or have in your older home an architectural 

feature, such as a mantel, purchased by mail. BHHS, 100 Main St, Bar Mills. *Suggested donations $10; 
Seniors $8. 

 

Tues., October 16, 7 P.M. Getting in the mood for the often gruesome subject of the Halloween season, we 

will explore “RECONSIDERING THE LIZZIE BORDEN MURDER CASE: THE ROLE OF ETHNICITY AND 
GENDER – Explore this 1892 landmark law case & American Society”  with Joseph Conforti, author of seven 

books on New England history and culture and Distinguished Professor of American and New England 

Studies Emeritus at the University of Southern Maine, as he reviews the famous murders and trial, as well 

as how issues of ethnicity and gender help broaden our understanding of what happened. BHHS, 100 Main 

St, Bar Mills. *Suggested donations $10; Seniors $8. 
 

Sat., Nov. 3, 5-9 P.M. BHHS ANNUAL MEETING & POTLUCK DINNER:  Join members and friends as we break 

bread together, elect officers for the 2019 year, and enjoy the informative and fascinating program of the 

evening “The Wabanaki Confederacy: The Wabnaki or “People of the Dawn,” presented by noted teacher 

and popular historian, Nancy Ponzetti. The Wabnaki are the first people of the area of Northeastern New 

England and Maritime Canada, living here for over 12,000 years. At one time, there were more than 20 

nations of the Wabanaki Confederacy. There are only four nations still in existence in Maine: the Maliseet, 

Micmac, Passamaquoddy, and Penobscot.  More than 16 nations were completely destroyed. To reserve your 

seat at the dinner table and let us know your potluck contribution, please R.S.V.P. Roberta Ramsdell at 929-

4592. *Suggested donation $10; Seniors, $8 

 

*Please note that suggested donations are used to support on-going capital improvements to our new history 
center building. 
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Schoolhouses’ Beautification Committees $25.  The Dorcas Society was able to distribute such charity because of the 

proceeds collected at their annual fair.  2 

 The Dorcas Society Fair and Lawn Party began in 1907 during the month of August at Quillcote’s barn and 

grounds.  Baked goods, flowers, aprons, postcards, and autographed copies of Kate and Nora’s books were sold, and 

members of the Junior Dorcas Society danced around the maypole.  The main attractions of the afternoon were the 

barn concerts with “music of the quality one usually goes to an opera to hear.” 3 Singers from New York City such 

as the soprano Edith Chapman Gould frequently appeared at the summer fairs.  The other attractions of the 

afternoon were the tours of the house itself and the presence of Kate Douglas Wiggin Riggs as hostess for “those 

upon whom she smiled are her adorers forever.  The secret of it all is her daring to be herself and such a 

fascinating self it is.”  4      

 Newspaper articles of the time reporting on the fairs indicate a 

growth in attendance from 550 in 1908 to more than 2,000 by 

1913.  People arrived in Hollis by carriages, autos, barges, and 

trains, and then had to walk or take hayracks the two miles from 

the train station to the fair.  Quillcote would be decorated in 

green and yellow bunting, and Old Glory would hang over the 

house entrance.  By 1913 the fair had grown into a two-day event 

and had to be moved from Quillcote’s grounds to the eighty-three 

acre Woodman Farm on the Saco River that had recently been 

acquired by the Appalachian Club of Boston. 

 The August fairs were not the only fund-raising activity for the 

Dorcas Society whose membership was close to ninety in 1911.  

Harvest suppers, pie sociables, old folk’s concerts, apron sales, and 

a subscription paper were available throughout the year.  In 1911, Kate edited the Dorcas Dishes cookbook and 

published a novelette she had written in California under the name Genevieve Knight.  Kate considered the work 

“too juvenile and over-romantic” for publication under her own name, and she gave the rights to Love by Express 
to the Dorcas Society for fund-raising purposes.  5 

 One of her books, The Old Peabody Pew: A Christmas Romance of a Country Church published in 1907, was 

dramatized by Kate for performances in the Tory Hill Meeting House, the place where she envisioned the story, a 

romance between Justin Peabody and Nancy Wentworth, while waiting for the carry-all to bring her home after a 

day of cleaning the church with the Dorcas Society.  Kate dedicated the book “to a certain handful of dear New 

England women of names unknown to the world, dwelling in a certain quiet village, alike unknown.  We have 

worked together to make our little corner of the great universe a pleasanter place in which to live.”  6 

 The Dorcas Society of Hollis and Buxton continues its work today. Its responsibilities include the continuing 

maintenance of the Parish House and the Tory Hill Meeting House, funding a college scholarship at Bonny Eagle 

High School for one student planning an education major, and continuing the annual performances of The Old 
Peabody Pew on the first Sunday of December.  

 
Notes 

1. Dorcas Society of Hollis and Buxton Maine, “About Us”, www.dorcassocietymaine.org/about.html-page 1 

2. Newspaper article, box 2, “Nora Archibald Smith Papers”, Bowdoin College    Special Collections, Brunswick, ME. 

3. “Were Entertained at Quillcote”, Portland Daily Advertiser, August 26, 1908, evening edition, 94-95. 

4. “The Dorcas Fair”, Portland Daily Advertiser, August 28 1909. 

5. Nora Archibald Smith, Kate Douglas Wiggin As Her Sister Knew Her (Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1925), 342. 

6. Kate Douglas Wiggin, The Old Peabody Pew: A Christmas Romance of a Country Church (Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1907), vii. 

 
*The Buxton-Hollis Historical Society is sponsoring their own Victorian White Party envisioned by Quillcote owner, Carla 
Turner, complete with the laces and tucks of Vintage style white clothing, along with Maypole Dancing, music, refreshments 
AND tour of Kate’s Quillcote library on Sunday, May 20th from 1 - 3 P.M. See Program Listings  (pg. 4) for more information. 

http://www.dorcassocietymaine.org/about.html-page%201
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Preview: John Mattor and “The Memory of Trees” 

K icking off our 2018 program season on April 17th 

will be John Mattor, Hollis Conservation 

Commission Chairman, who will present a 

fascinating program on the “The Memory of Trees”.   
 Putting his whole heart and soul into the Hollis 

Indian Cellar project, John has been its driving force, involved 

at all stages in buying, writing and promotion, as well as 

designing the park. A man of many interests, he says that “his 

worse curse is that he is interested in everything”! Sharing that 

he has always had an interest in botany, he says that he has 

been gardening for 81 years, ever since he was 5 years old! 

 Trained as a Ph.D. chemist with a Masters in chemical 

engineering, John holds 24 patents. For many years, he worked 

in S. D. Warren Research. When reminded that Brent Hill 

enjoyed his student summer work under John at S. D. Warren, John replied, “Good...I think they all did—I gave 

them quite a lot of latitude!”  

 Balancing many varied interests, John still likes to give numerous talks on different subjects. We look 

forward to his BHHS presentation exploring the old science of Dendrochronology and the past environmental 

history events and dates found in his well researched study of tree rings! 

 Please see the program listings (on page 4) for more information. 

John Mattor holds two tree sections. 

 

Groveville Road  

(behind Buxton Centre Baptist Church) 

Buxton Center 

Open 2nd & 4th Saturdays of each 
month , 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

From May—October  

Contact: Vicki Walker 

Cell: 207-929-3662 

EMAIL: VICKIWALKER@SACORIVER.NET 

Notes from the N.C. Watson School Committee 
by Vicki Walker 

T 
he newly elected N. C. Watson School Committee has 

been meeting since the BHHS Annual Meeting in 

November 2017.  We are currently focusing on clearing 

up the underbrush and dead trees in order to allow the 

building to have a more open and inviting look. We 

plan on re-caulking the windows and spending some time cleaning 

and refreshing the inside of this sweet building. We are thankful to 

Lou and Lucille Emery and the volunteers who came before our 

Committee for rescuing and taking such good care of the building.  

 We are excited that the local Girl Scout Troop will be helping on 

some projects and we welcome any other volunteers who might be 

willing to help in some capacity, as well. Please call me, Vicki Walker, 

Chair of the N.C. Watson School Committee, at 929-3662. And be sure 

to check the BHHS website for activity postings. We will be officially 

open the second and fourth Saturdays of each month, from May 
through October.  I look forward to meeting you! 



 

 


