                                  Edith L. (Virgie) Wright
 She was born June 15, 1918 in Greenville, Maine and was the daughter of Frank A. Virgie and Effie M. Wing Virgie. Her home town was Shirley, Maine where she attended school through the elementary grades. Her father was a local store keeper. Her mother was a teacher, town select woman and postmaster. Shirley did not have a high school, so Virgie was sent at the age of 14 to Kent’s Hill Seminary Preparatory School in Readfield, Maine from which she graduated in 1936. 


In 1939 she graduated from Farmington Normal School where she majored in education. She received her B.A. degree in English from the University of Maine, Orono in 1958. Her surname “Virgie” became a nickname during her school years.

“Virgie” began her teaching career in 1939 in a two room school house in South Waterford, Maine where she taught the older grades and served as principal until 1942. In 1943, she gave up her teaching position to go to Virginia to be with her loving husband of 53 years, Charles (Charlie) F. Wright, whom she had met at Farmington Normal School. They married on July 2, 1942 in Shirley, ME., while he was attending Washington Lee University.


Charlie enlisted in the Army in 1941 and in April of 1943, Virgie transferred with him to the Mead Military Base in Maryland. When Charlie left for European duty in August of 1943, Virgie returned to Maine to live with family. Their first child was born in Dover Foxcroft in December of 1943.                                                                                   

While taking a 13 year hiatus from public school teaching to have and care for her children, she opened a private nursery school in her home in Brewer, Me., where she worked with a former Kent’s Hill School friend, who later was often heard to say, “Virgie taught me enough about teaching to serve me well for the rest of my teaching career in Head Start”.


Virgie taught pubic school in several places, including two years in Rowley, MA., a brief stay at the Central School in Gardiner, ME., and 22 years (1956-78) in Portland at the Shailer and Adams Schools.


She and Charlie, with their five children, settled in West Buxton in 1953 in a home of her choice overlooking the Saco River. (Charlie would have preferred to be closer to his work in Portland.) There, her energy and passion for serving her community were an inspiration to all who knew her. 

Their first community work was joining the Parents’Club at Jack Memorial School. Their big project was earning money for playground equipment for the new school. Later they joined the Band Boosters and helped to earn money for the Bonny Eagle Junior High and High School band uniforms.


In an effort to improve the towns of Buxton and Hollis and to offer many new educational and cultural activities for both youths and adults, Virgie was the motivating force and one of three founding members of the Saco Valley Civic Association in 1955. She served as president for many years and was the organizer of a very successful and large Saco Valley Annual Flea Market held at Bonny Eagle High School. SVCA continues to be active in the community and Virgie remained an active member through the age of 90.

A charter member of the Buxton-Hollis Historical Society in 1970, Virgie served as the organization’s first Ways and Means Chairman.


Along with other wonderful people, she helped bring Girl Scouts to Buxton and organized troops in West Buxton, Groveville and Bar Mills. Brownie troops were also formed with her help. She was a troop leader for 14 years.


Because there were no kindergartens in Buxton schools, Virgie became Youth Chairman of the Saco Valley Civic Association and founded the first Nursery School held for 5 year olds in Bar Mills at the Fire Barn. In a very short time, two other nursery schools were formed in Groveville and West Buxton and these continued until the public schools had kindergartens. The Bar Mills Nursery School continued for many years for 3 and 4 year olds.

Her next project, with the assistance of several townsfolk, was to open a Youth Center at the old Buxton Town Hall. A juke box was purchased and dances were offered on Friday nights for junior high students and on Saturday nights for high school students. Later, a record player and records were bought and a local student was hired to be a disc jockey. They also found that dancing lessons were needed, so they hired a local couple who had taught dance at a professional studio in Portland, to teach dance—all this until SAD #6 was formed. 


Winter carnivals were organized by Virgie and other wonderful support people for February vacation for all age groups. Ribbons and trophies were awarded to winners of competitions in all classes.

Over the years, Virgie and Charlie loved to travel and they traveled extensively in the U.S. and eastern Canada, Hawaii and Mexico. They took a wonderful eight country tour of Europe. Later, during his retirement, they had “18 great years together” and they were happy about that and their winters spent together in Arizona and Florida, as well as Portugal, Spain and Morocco.


In 1973, she joined the Buxton Garden Club and served as president from 1981-1983 and continued to be very active. 


In 1982, Virgie was appointed to the Town of Buxton’s Recreation Committee. She worked hard throughout the years organizing the Summer Swim Program, which started at Bonny Eagle Lake. She always organized the spring and fall senior bus tours and the winter ski programs. 


For ten years, her enthusiasm and energy as the Sunday School Superintendent of The First Congregational Church of Buxton (Tory Hill Meeting House) helped re-establish the children’s program. At Tory Hill, she worked on the Christmas Fair for many years and was instrumental in researching, organizing and getting printed the annual historic First Congregational Church calendars which continue to be very popular.

She was involved with the West Buxton Library for over 50 years. When Charlie passed away in 1995, Virgie was asked to serve in his place on the Board of Trustees and she requested that a memorial fund be set up for the library in his memory. Bookcases and racks were bought from this fund. She started summer reading programs for all four local libraries and she organized annual field trips for all winners of competitions in all classes.


As she got a little older, Virgie would talk of “winding down” her activities, but her “organizational skills kept being called upon for some time”, as the 2004 Buxton Annual Report, which was dedicated to her, states. It goes on to say that “neither her domestic nor her professional responsibilities could temper her ardent desire to do everything she could to serve her community and her church.” The report applauded her “time, energy and devotion which helped shape the Town of Buxton for future generations” and stated that Buxton “is a better place to live and work due to her influence.”

In July of 2008, the West Buxton Library honored Edith “Virgie” by dedicating their lovely garden to her because she had done so much for the town of Buxton over the years. The board wanted her to know that she was appreciated and that she will be gratefully and lovingly remembered as it grows and flourishes.


A very special, energetic, motivating and classy lady, Virgie had a wonderful sense of humor and a beautiful smile. She lived a life of involved, committed citizenship, enriching the lives of her family, her friends and the community. She wanted to thank her precious family and friends for all their loving support over the years. She will be missed, but she will be remembered in love and gratitude by all who knew her.

